North Rigton Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held at St John’s Church, North Rigton
13th May 2026 
Present:- Councillors Mary Hopkins (Chairman), Lisa Edwards (Vice Chairman), , Tim Bennett, John Ellacott, Richard Farrar and Garry Elliott. Also present Mike Richards (Clerk). 
1. Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman
Chairman - Mary Hopkins - proposed by Lisa Edwards and seconded by Tim Bennett – elected nem con. 
Vice Chairman – Lisa Edwards – proposed by Mary Hopkins and seconded by Tim Bennett – elected nem con. 
The co-option of Garry Elliott to the Parish Council was formally agreed
2. There were no apologies for absence as all councillors were present   

3.  Approval and signing of Minutes; Reports on Matters arising.
Matters arising from the meeting of 4th March 2026:
- there were no matters arising from the Annual Parish Meeting
             The minutes of the meeting were then agreed as a true record. Proposed by Cllr Edwards, 
             seconded by Cllr Bennett.  The Chairman then signed the minutes as a true record. 
      4.     Requests for order variations and Declaration of Interest – None. 
      5.     Administration
              a) Village Garden – new Trust and Trustee status. The prolonged absence of Cllr Hull has 
              meant that little progress has been possible. However, Cllr Elliott, as a qualified solicitor, has 
              agreed to take on the responsibility for progressing this important issue. The clerk will contact 
              Cllr Hull to request the return of all relevant papers to pass on to Cllr Elliott.
              b) “Rigton Crossing” – it had been intended to hold a follow up public meeting, this time with 
              all relevant parties (ie NYC Highways, NY Police and Network Rail) being present. 
              Unfortunately, certain key individuals were not available so the meeting has been deferred 
              until later in the year.
              c) Items from the Annual Parish Meeting.
              No matters arising.
              d) Governance. Councillors confirmed agreement with the updated policies and procedure 
              documents (as below) circulated at the March meeting.
                           - Standing Orders
                           - Financial Regulations
                           - Code of Conduct
                           - Risk Assessment
                           - IT Policy
              e) Website management. Councillors agreed an annual honorarium of £200 payable to 
              Stephen Hopkins, who had hitherto provided unpaid assistance with regards to updating the 
              website etc. It is anticipated however that a greater input will be required with regard to 
              inputting financial data in particular, but also dealing with the technical side of the software, 
              which is regrettably beyond the clerk’s ability!
      6.     Finance. 
              a) Approval of expenditure.

	M Richards Mar Salary

				£239.57

	HMRC - PAYE
				£142.37

	HMRC - PAYE

				£142.37

	R Almond – garden servs
				£439.00


	  YLCA - SUBS 

				£245.00

	    Rocketspark (M Richards) - website
			£298.80

	R Almond – garden servs
				£219.50

	M Hopkins - gazebos
				£459.98


	
	
	
	
	

	      M Richards – domain name                                                                          £14.40
Councillors approved the above 9 payments with 2 councillors signing the authorisation sheets. 
b) Bank reconciliation.
The clerk had circulated the bank reconciliation for the period 28th February to the 28th April, showing the opening balance of £6841.55, less payments of £1742.16, plus receipts of  £3.40, giving a closing balance of £5102.79. This reconciles to bank balances of £1616.17 and £3486.62, totalling £5102.79. This reconciliation is driven by the bank’s operational procedure of producing monthly bank statements always ending on the 28th of the month. The Chairman accepted this reasoning but asked, for the future, to provide greater clarity by recording actual bank balances at the time of the meeting.
c) Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) The Clerk went through all the requirements of this document.  
i) Annual Governance Statement - Councillors had examined the Annual Governance Statement prior to the meeting and were satisfied that the Parish Council’s system of internal control is sound and fully meets all conditions of the Statement. It was therefore resolved to approve the Annual Governance Statement 2025/26.
ii) Annual Accounting Statements (AAS) – the Council’s Annual Accounts had been approved at the Annual Parish Meeting and the clerk explained how the AAS was compiled from the Annual Accounts. Councillors had no questions over the content of the Accounts and formally approved the AAS.  
iii) Councillors confirmed that they were happy for the Chairman and Clerk to sign off the AGAR and the Certificate of Exemption, when the Annual Internal Audit Review is finalised, which he will circulate to councillors.

c) Donations. Annual donations were agreed as:
     - church £100, plus “room hire”

     - Royal British Legion (Wreaths) - £75

     - Village News - £150.
	
	
	
	


 7.   Planning
 Applications
  a) 26/01378/PBR - Hollow Gill Farm – to ratify PC’s response
  Councillors had reviewed this application via the planning portal and agreed that the Parish
  Council’s response should mirror that submitted for the previous similar (approved) 
  application on the same site. Accordingly, an OBJECT response was submitted, which 
  councillors formally ratified. 
  Decisions 
  b) None received
      8.   Highways, Footpaths and Verges
            The Chairman and clerk had met with NYC Highways Officers to point out areas of concern
            throughout the village and agree an action plan. The following items were included: 
 
           a) High Moor Road – complete full road-width resurfacing is scheduled from top of 
                            Rigton Hill, all the way down to the Nor Beck bridge. It is anticipated the road 
                            closure will be for up to two weeks in June. Vehicle access will however be allowed 
                            for resident access to and from the School, where essential;
           b) apparent water leak opposite the School on Hall Green Lane – officers  to raise 
               with Yorkshire Water to confirm responsibility;

          c) Rigton Hill - blocked drains and potholes. All to be dealt with during a) above;    
          d) run-offs (grips) on Church Hill and Hall Green Lane do not seem to be effective 
              due to incorrect angle – will be monitored and re-directed if necessary;
          e) blocked drains outside Chapel – these (and others) will be attended to as above a)  
           f) Brackenwell Lane – water flooding following sustained heavy rain. Well culvert and 
              piping will checked via camera inspection. If Highways responsibility confirmed, 
              corrective action will be taken. If not NYC responsibility, will need to be referred to 
              responsible private landowner;
          g) Church Hill – water flooding as f) above. Will be monitored and action taken if 
              necessary;
          h) Crag Lane – possible “clear-up” action needed following works by utility company. To 
              contact NYC Sreetworks if necessary;
 
    9.   Village Garden, Amenities and Activities.
          a) Village Gala – fixed for 20 June, main arrangements now in place, with the Square and 
          Compass providing pizzas and hot dogs for sale along with the usual bar. There will again be 
          a Dog Show, following last year’s very successful event. A professional photographer has 
          volunteered her services to take family and individual photos with a donation to Parish 
          Council funds from fees collected.
          b) Litter Pick. Cllr Bennett reported on the very successful event, with a significant number of 
          villagers taking part. It was also pleasing to note that villagers had requested that litter pick 
          equipment be made available throughout the year so that “ad hoc” litter picks could take 
          place. Councillors agreed and the clerk confirmed he has a supply of “grabbers” and hi-viz 
          vests which he will make available on request. 
          c) Cllr Farrar reported that the new gate to the garden has been installed. He will forward the 
          invoice to the clerk once received. He undertook to examine the damaged fence posts around 
          the play area to establish what repair is needed.
          d) Village (“Bradley”) bench. Cllr Farrar has managed to source suitable hardwood timber to 
          allow the bench to be re-constructed (which he will undertake in due course)
  10.  Other matters – Insurance
         The annual premium is due shortly. Following the significant increase last year, the clerk will 
         check other companies to ascertain if a better rate is available.
                 
  11.  Dates of next meetings:
                        1 July at 7.30pm (St John’s Church) 
                        2 September at 7.30pm (St John’s Church)
                        4 November at 7.30pm (St John’s Church)
                        



 There being no other business, the meeting finished at 9.00
Signed







Chairman

